STEM Trade Book Connections Performance Task

Congratulations! You’ve been selected to serve on the National Science Teachers Association’s (NSTA) highly acclaimed Science Trade Book Review Board. People chosen for this year’s Review Board share a deep-seated enthusiasm for elementary school teaching and a high degree of understanding about effective science instruction. As a contributing member of this group, your primary responsibility is to critique a recognized trade book and develop an instructional plan that can help teachers to integrate these materials into their elementary classroom settings.

As you know, trade books are intended for general readership. However, K-12 school teachers are increasingly using such materials to supplement their curricula. Teachers find that reading highly engaging trade books helps students to simultaneously meet standards from many content areas.

As the premier organization for science teachers in the USA, NSTA publishes magazines for teachers across the K-16 spectrum, organizes conferences, and is a major provider of professional development for teachers. Since 1996, NSTA has annually published a highly regarded directory of outstanding trade books for enhancing elementary science programs. The complete list, along with numerous other science resources for teachers, is available at the NSTA website. Your Trade Book Review will contribute to this growing database and be accessible worldwide via the NSTA website.

For your review to be considered for inclusion in the Trade Book Information Center’s database, it must address all of the Editorial Board review criteria. All reviews must be submitted electronically. The Center’s Editorial Board will evaluate your Trade Book Review with the attached scoring rubric. Thank you for participating in the Science Literature Review Board! We hope that your entry will become part of NSTA’s prestigious Trade Book Information Center.

STEM Trade Book Connection Performance Task Criteria (follows Trade Book Connections Template)

1. STEM Trade Book Information

Provides relevant background information about the book and an image of the cover.

2.  STEM Trade Book Review

Presents an original, interesting, and comprehensive summary that is similar to a typical book review.  

3.  Connections to STEM Standards

Identifies the STEM topics that can be logically linked to this Trade Book and evidence showing how this piece of literature can help students to meet the Tennessee Standards.

4.  Trade Book Inspired STEM Lesson

Presents an instructional approach for introducing this Trade Book into a classroom setting by means of a standards-based STEM learning activity.

STEM Trade Book Connections Performance Assessment Scoring Guide

	
	OUTSTANDING
	EXCELLENT
	SATISFACTORY
	UNACCEPTABLE

	TRADE BOOK INFORMATION
	· All required information included

· Digital image

included
	· Most  required information included

· Summary includes

most key concepts


	· Much  required information omitted

· Many key concepts omitted


	· Little or no required information included

· Summary fails

to identify key

concepts

· No digital image

	TRADE BOOK REVIEW
	· Summary includes

all key concepts


	· Summary includes

most key concepts


	· Many key concepts omitted


	· Summary fails

to identify key

concepts

	CONNECTIONS TO STEM CONTENT AND STANDARDS
	· All major STEM topics identified 

· All relevant Learning Expectations

identified

· Connections between book and STEM Learning Expectations fully explained
	· Most  major STEM topics identified 

· Relevant Learning Expectations

have minor gaps

· Connections between book and STEM Learning Expectations partially explained
	· Some  major STEM topics identified 

· Relevant Learning Expectations

have major gaps

· Connections between book and STEM Learning Expectations are weak 
	· STEM topics omitted 

· No connection to Learning Expectations shown

· Connections between book and STEM Learning Expectations are absent

	LESSON PLAN 


	· Fully aligned with

the book’s STEM topics

· Fully aligned with

the Learning Expectations

· Fully consistent

with lesson format

· Lesson self-assessment is thoughtful and complete
	· Generally aligned

with the book’s STEM topics 

· Generally aligned

with the Learning Expectations

· Mostly consistent

with lesson format

· Lesson self-assessment is thoughtful but has several omissions
	· Partially aligned

with the book’s STEM topics

· Partially aligned

with Learning Expectations

· Partially

consistent with

lesson format

· Lesson self-assessment has many omissions 
	· Not aligned with

the book’s STEM topics

· Not aligned with

the Learning Expectations

· Inconsistent with

lesson format

· Lesson self-assessment is absent

	COMMENTS

Score =  /40


	
	
	
	


