	PERFORMANCE ASSESSMENT: SHARING WHAT WE KNOW ABOUT FOSSILS

	Contributed by: Diane Vaughn

	>>> ROLE OR PERSONA…
	>>> TARGETED BEHAVIOR…
	>>> AUDIENCE…
	>>> PRODUCT OR ACTION…

	You are a…
	…who has been asked to…
	…who has been asked by…
	…who will…

	PERFORMANCE TASK
	Explain to your class that they will be creating a display to be shared with the other students in the school and the community. (These can actually be shared at Open House, Parent/Teacher conferences, or Science Nights.) The displays are about organisms that once lived on the earth but are no longer found on the earth. Each student will make a collage showing organisms that are now extinct and will make two imprint fossil models, one each animal and plant, using everyday objects to show that we learn about once living organisms from fossils. Students will include a descriptive writing about each fossil model. Students will design a creative, neat display. A class collection of fossils, furnished by students and the teacher, will also be on display.


	PERFORMANCE ASSESSMENT : SHARING WHAT WE KNOW ABOUT FOSSILS

	CRITERIA FOR SUCCESS
	PERFORMANCE LEVELS



	
	3
	2
	1
	0
	

	IMPRINT MODELS
	· 2 imprint fossils,

· 1 each animal and plant, using everyday objects

· imprint clearly defined
	· 2 imprint fossils, both animal or plant

· imprint clearly defined
	· 1 imprint fossil

· imprint not clearly defined
	Not Present
	

	DESCRIPTIVE WRITING
	· One each for animal and fossil model

· precise, includes appropriate and accurate measurements

· demonstrates understanding of extinction and that we can learn about organisms that once lived on earth from studying fossils
	· One descriptive writing

· lacking in 2 other requirements mentioned to get 3 points
	· One descriptive writing

· not precise, lacking

appropriate and accurate

measurement

· incorrect understanding

of extinction
	Not Present
	

	CREATIVITY AND NEATNESS
	· Very creative

· Neat display
	· Creative and neat display
	· Somewhat creative

· Somewhat neat display
	Not Present
	

	GRAMMAR AND SPELLING
	· All grammar correct

· All spelling correct
	· Most grammar correct

· Most spelling correct
	· Some grammar

· Some spelling correct
	Not present
	

	COMMENTS
	


